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SHELBY COUNTY GOVERNMENT IN ACTION
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INTRODuCTION
F`esidents of Shelby County enjoy governmental services and facilities provided by

three and, in some cases, four governmental organizations.

Federal, state and county governments
SHELBY COUNTY COMMISSION

SHELBY COUNTY COURT

EL(:€#E}T!y;.yBERAARNTCEHR)M

#E€+EblJr'¥.EVEBARRA¥ERHwl
ELEVEN MAGISTF`ATES
let

DISTRICT .......... 2

2nd DISTRICT

......... 2

COURTHOUSE DISTRICT. `1
CITY at LARGE ......... 1
COLIIERVILLE.........1

MILIIN6TON.........1

GERMANTOWN........1
ARLINGTON......,.1
BARTLETT.......1

provide services to all residents of Shelby
County. Those residing within one of the
county's municipalities are further served
by municipal government.
Of the four levels of government functioning in Shelby County, by far the most
complex and far reaching is that of Shelby

County, which performs a host of functions for all Shelby residents living within
municipal boundaries as well as in unin-

corporated areas.
The County has a bi-lateral government,
with legislative authority vested primarily
in an 11-member Quarterly County Court
and administrative authority resting pri-

marHy with a three-member County Commission'

Members of these bodies are elected by
the voters of Shelby County, as are Sheriff,
Trustee, Attorney General, Assessor,
Register and three Constables; the Chancery Court Chancellors and judges of the
Probate, Crjminal, General Sessions and
Circuit Courts and the clerks of the County,
Probate, Criminal, General Sessions and
Circuit Courts,
The Quarterly County Court then elects
its Chairman from its membership and appoints the County Board of Education, the
Agricultural Agent, the Board of Building

Appeals, the County Attorney, the Coroner, the Sealer, the Public Utilities Board,

the Medical Examiner, the Ranger, the
Surveyor, the Conservation Board, the
County Board of Adjustment, and the
County Board of Equalization.
Functioning under direction of the
County Commission are County Hospital,
Building Department, Electrical Department, Plumbing Department, Purchasing
Agent, Public F{ecords Office, Engineer-

ing Department, Right of Way Department,
Personnel Department, Public Defender's
Office, Penal Farm, County Comptroller

SHELBY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

and the County's Data Processing system.
Shelby County and the City of Memphis
jointly direct the office of Veterans Services, the Auditorium Commission and the
Port Commission,
The County Commission and the City of
Memphis are jointly responsible for Oakville Sanitorium, the Memphis and Shelby

County Health Department, the Welfare
Commission, the Mid-South Coliseum
Board and the Memphis and Shelby
County Planning Commission,
County government also is involved to a

greater or lesser degree in the operation
or financing of some 12 other agencies,
and the various departments of county
government are involved in the administration of some 20 public buildings and other

fac i I iti es.

nt the
This report is designed
reader with the machi
Shelby
County government, with the services and
facilities it provides for all Shelby County

residents, and with the fjnancial structure
through which these services and facilities are provided.
For organizational purposes, the report
is subdivided into six sections. The first
three deal with the functions of elected
officials, appointed officials and official
boards and commissions. The fourth ls
devoted to public facilities provided by
county government, the fifth to community
faci lities supported by cou nty government,
and the sixth to the county's financial
structure.
3
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QUAF\TERLY COUNTY COURT
The Quarterly County Court consists of 11

members elected for six-year terms who
meet on the first three Mondays of each
quarter of the year to perform the legislative duties entrusted to 1:hem by the elec-

torate.
. Representation on the Court is two from
the First Civil District (generally, the north

half of Shelby County), two from the Second Civil District (generally, the south half

of Shelby County), one from the Courthouse District (geographically identical to
the Second Civil District) and one each
from the City of Memphis, Collierville, Mill-

ington, Germantown, Arlington and BartI ett'

While fHling appointive offices and

Those now holding the eleven Court
seats are Squires Paul Barret and Herbert
Moriarty,

Jr„

First

Civil

District;

Squires

per-

forming such other duties as are prescribed by the Constitution of the State of

Tennessee and the Tennessee Statutes,

Edward W. Cook, Downing Pryor and Tom
P. Mitchell, Second and Courthouse Dis-

the Quarterly Court is principally concerned with establishing and administer-

tricts;

ing the county's operating and capital
improvements budgets,
The Quarterly Court establishes the
county tax rate-currently $2.21 per $100

Squire

Squire
Ed

H,

T,

Lockard,

Memphis;

Gibbons, Collierville; Squire

Jimmie Mclntyre, Germantown; Squire
T. E. Warr, Bartlett; Squire C. W. Baker,
Millington; and Squire Lawrence T.
Hughes, Arlington.
As the legislative agency of Shelby
County government, the C)uarterly County
Court is primarily concerned with administration of the county's financial affairs.

of assessed valuation-and appropriates
funds within the tax structure for city and
county schools, school transportation, the
County Commissioners, county roads and
bridges, bond principal and interest and
the Quarterly Court Chalrman,

SHELBY COUNTY COIVIIVIISSION
The Shelby County Commission consists

of three members elected to four-year
terms to act as the administrative arm of
county government.
The Chairman, elected by a commission
majority, is responsible for finance and
purchasing. The Secretary is responsible
for health, welfare and institutions, and
the third commissioner is in charge of

roads, bridges and the Shelby County
Penal Farm,
Present commissioners are Chairman
Jack Ramsey and Secretary Dan Mitchell.
The third commission seat is vacant as the
resu lt of court action . Statute provides that
the remaining commissioners may, under
such circumstances, appoint an jnl:erim
officeholder.

5

THE COURTS
The 21 judges in the Courts of Law of
Shelby County are elected for eight-year
terms. clerks

of 1:he

Circuit, Criminal,

General Sessions, and Probate Courts
are elected for four-year terms. The Chancery Court Clerk and Master is appointed
by the Chancellors.
Chancellors Ceylon 8. Frazer, Robert A.
Hoffman and Charles A. Rond appointed
W. W. Foley as Clerk and Master of the
courts of the Tenth Chancery Division of

the State of Tennessee, which hear cases
involving

the

validity,

interpretation

and

constructjon of contracts and other documenl:s.
Presiding in the Circuit Courts of Shelby
County, which deal primarjly with divorce,

injury and property damage cases, are
Judges Friel Hastings, Irving Strauch,William 8. Leffler, F`obert MCRae, Green field
Polk, Edward C)uick, Howard Vorder

Bruegge and John Wilson. Ben Wessels,
Jr., is Clerk or administrative officer of the
Circuit Courts.
The County's

Criminal Court Judges,
who preside in major criminal cases, are
Preston Battle, Arthur Faquin, Perry Sellers and Ben Hooks. The Criminal Court
Clerk is James A. Blackwell.

Presiding in the General Sessions Courts
are Judges Wjllard Dixon, Wayne Lindsey,
Morgan Fowler, Joseph Evans and Charles
Nearn. Mrs. Claiborne Hall is Clerk of the
General Sessions Courts, which in Civil
and Criminal Divisions act as small claims

courts and handle state and county traffic
cases and similar offenses.
Judge Sylvanus Polk presides in Probate
Court, which has jurlsdlction in all matters

of probate, administration of estates and
orphans' business. Mrs. Gertrude Decker
serves as Probate Court Clerk.
A second division of the Probate Court
was authorized by the 1965 session of the
Tennessee General Assembly and will
come into bejng `n September of 1966.
The Clerks of the courts are responsible
primarily for the administrative work involved in the judicial process. More than

90 employees of the clerks' officers receive
almost a half million dollars a year in sal-

aries. The salaries of court personnel are
paid largely through fees collected by the
clerks of the courts.
Except in the case of the General Sessjons Crimjnal Division, the jurisdiction of

the courts encompasses all of Shelby
County'

:,.irT;:"ife|:,A

•.:i- r:-=1- ,.

COUNTY COURT CLERK
The County Court clerk of Shelby County
is elected by the voters to a four-year term
although Clerk F{obert M. Gray was elected
by the Quarterly Court in accordance with
statute to fill an unexpired term.
Since the Quarterly Court is a legislative
rather than a judicial body, the County
Court Clerk's duties differ substantially

from those of the clerks of the Courts of
Law.
The County Court clerk is recording officer for the Quarterly cou rt and i n add ition
administers one of the largest divisions of

government, consisting of 50 full-time employees earning almost $250,000 in annual
salaries.
His office is responsible for the sale of
motor vehicle licenses, 1:he sale of marriage licenses, the approval and issuance
of notaries public commissions and filing

of bonds, the collection of state land transfer taxes, the handling of motor vehicle
title applications, the collection of sales

use tax and maintenance of the Quorum
Court Docket,
As in the case of the Courts of Law, salaries of the County Court Clerk's Office are
paid through fees collected by the office.

SHERIFF

ATTOFtNEY GENERAL

The Shelby County Sheriff's Department
is responsible for law enforcement in the
unincorporated areas of the county and
for civil process throughout the county,
Directed

by Sheriff William

N.

Morrls,

Jr., the Sheriff's Department has a total
of 286 employees whose annual salaries
total

more than

$1.2

million.

The

Sheriff

is elected to a two-year term and js limited
by the Tennessee Constitution to no more
than three consecutive terms.
In addition to law enforcement and civil

process duties, the Sheriff's Department
also provides deputies who act as bailiffs
in the county's courts, administers the
operation of the Shelby County Jail and
works with other law enforcement agencies in controlling criminal activltjes.

The work of the Sherlff's Department in
recent years has resulted ln reductions in
Shelby County's cri.me and traffic fatality
rates in the face of increasing crime and
vehicular mayhem elsewhere in Tennessee and across the nation, and the Shelby
County Sheriff's Department has been
named one of the four top Sheriff's Departments in the United States.
Expenses of the Sheriff's Department
are paid through fees collected by the department and through supplemental
appropriations of more than one million
dollars from the Shelby County Quarterly
Court.

The District Attorney General of the 15th
Judicial Circuit of Tennessee (Shelby
County) prosecutes all criminal violations
against the state occurring within the district and on which indictments have been
returned by the Shelby County Grand Jury.
The Attorney General, Phil Canale, Jr„
is elected to an eight-year term and, in
addition to prosecuting accused criminals,

enforces child support laws, represents
the State Department of Welfare in adoption cases and represents the State of
Tennessee in escheat procedures.
Since 1951, the Attorney General's staff
has lncreased in size from six to twentyfive in keeping with the county's growth.

Salaries for the staff total more than $200,000, of which more than $140,000 is provided by the State of Tennessee.

TRUSTEE
The Trustee is the county's depository
agent, responsible for receipt of tax and
other revenue and for maintaining proper
income accounting procedures.
The Shelby County Trustee's office is
directed by Trustee F{iley Garner and
staffed by 31 employees who receive more
than $197,000 annually in salaries.
Since 1947, monies collected by the

Trustee have increased from three to more
than eight million dollars annually without

increase in offi.ce personnel.

The Trustee is elected to office by the
voters of the county for a term of four
years.

COUNTY ASSESSOR

REGISTER
The County Register's Office maintains
the public records of Shelby County.

A staff of 20 directed by Register Guy
Bates, who is elected to a four year term,
processes and records deeds, mortgages,
subdivision plats, corporate charters, tax
liens, and other documents which become
a matter of public record. The annual payroll for the office exceeds $102,000.
In recent years, the County Register has
installed microfilming equipment which
has resulted in annual savings of some
$30,000 and a modern accounting-validating system which makes it possible to
keep record indexing current on a daily
basis.

The County Assessor of Shelby County,
elected at four-year intervals by the voters,
is responsible for appraisal and assessment of all types of property-real, per-

sonal, and merchant's ad valorem -for
county tax purposes.
County Assessor George C. LaManna

and a staff of 52 handle the assessment
process in Shelby County and earn
salarjes totaling more than $290,000.
The Assessor is responsible for maintaining equitable valuations on all property
in the county in order that the tax levies

imposed by the county and its incorporated

municipalities are equitably distrib-

uted among the taxpayers.

a a

CHAIRMAN,
QUAFtTERLY COURT
The Chairman of the Quarterly Court acts
as the chief administrative officer of the
court and is the only court member who
also is a full-time employee of county government.
C. W, Baker, current chariman of the
court, represents the City of Millingtonwhere he also serves as a City Councilman
-on the 11-member court and, like his
fellow Squires, is elected to the Court for
a six-year term.
The court membership annually elects
its chairman, and Squire Baker has held
the chairmanship for 11 years,
The County Court Chairman acts as fiscal officer for the court and administers
funds for more than 40 elected and appointed officers, boards and agencies in

accordance with the Statutes of the State
of Tennessee.
Salaries and expenses are disbursed
through the Chairman's office to the Agriculture Offlce, the Assessor's Office, the
County Attorney's Office, the Chairman's
Office, the Memphis and Shelby County
Planning Commissi`on, the Coroner's Office, the Attorney General's Office, the
Public Defender's Office, the Soil Conservation Office, the Election Commission,
the Permanent Registration Office, General Sessions Judges, the Jury Commission, the Grand Jury, Juvenile Court, the
Probate Court Judge and secretary, the
Veterans Servlce Office, the Cou nty Sealer,
the Board of Equalization, Tall Trees, the
County Utility Board and the Conservation
Board.

The Chairman's office also administers

county TRusTEE RiLEy GARNER

OTHER OFFICES

The law requires that three Constables be
elected {o two-yearterms i n Shel by Cou nty,
although the duties of these offices have
largely been assumed by other law enforcement agencies and the titles therefore have become virtually honorary.
Those now holding office-who receive
no salary-are W. S. Howard, Charles E.
Ware and F`odney Baber. Mr. Howard was
elected from the First Civil District, Mr.
Ware, from the Second Civil District and

Mr. Baber from the Courthouse District.

Quarterly Court appropriations to the
Shelby County Sheriff's Department, the
University of Tennessee and the County
Food Program.
He is responsible for disbursement of
expense funds to the Chancery, Criminal,
Circuit, County, General Sessions and
Probate Court Clerks as well as the County
F{egister and County Trustee,
His office also is responsible for handling Soclal Security Board funds for the
State of Tennessee, Medical Assistance
to the Aged and the Hospitalization
Program and for administration of the
county's share of funds allocated to the
Port Commission for development of President's Island, the Pldgeon Industrial Area
and the F{obert E. Lee Subdivision.

The Chairman's Office also is directly
responsible for administration of the
County Bond Department, which handles
all matters relative to the county's outstanding bonded indebtedness.

COUNTY ATTOFINEY
Shelby County's legal affairs are handled
by a staff of seven under direction of
County Attorney William H. Williams, who
is appointed annually by the Quarterly

Court to represent the Court, the County
Commission and all other departments,
agencies and boards of county government.
The County Attorney's Office operates
on an annual budget of some $57,000,
virtually all
salaries.

of which

is

allocated

to

PuBLIC DEFENDER

AGRICULTURAL AGENT

VETERANS SERVICE

WEIGHTS AND IVIEASURES

JuVENILE COURT

CONSTRUCTION OFFICIALS

The Public Defender's Office of Shelby
County js charged with providing legal
counsel for indigents accused of crjminal

The Shelby County Agricultural Extension
Servjce is djrected by Agricultural Agent
E. S, Permenter, who is appointed by the
Quarterly Court to direct a staff of 13 in
adminjstering a co-operative program of
the University of Tennessee, the U. S.
Department of Agriculture and Shelby
County in disseminating information for
home and farm improvement.
County Agricultural and Home Agents

The Memphis and Shelby County Veterans
Service Office, administered by Veterans
Service Director Fred Christenberry, was
established to assist and advise Shelby
County veterans and 1:heir dependents jn

The Shelby County Bureau of Weights and
Measures, directed by County Sealer

Judicial

process in relation to juve
e
problems in unincorporated She
y
County is a duty of the Probate Court,
d
a Probation Officer is assigned by
e
Court to handle juvenile cases.
Mrs. Mary Lewis Stone, the Shelby
County Probation Officer, is responsible
for investigatjng cases to come before the
court, making reports to the court when
the case is heard and furnishing such
other informat`on and assistance as the
court may require.
A study of possible consolidation of
Memphis and Shelby County Juvenile
Courts now is ln progress.

Construction officials employed by Shelby

activity.

The Public Defender-Hugh Stanton Sr.
-or a member of his staff represents indigent defendants jn Criminal Court, City

Court, General Sessions Court and, on
occasion, in Probate Court, handling bebetween 60 and 66 per cent of all felony
cases and 30 to 33 per cent of all misdemeanors in Shelby County.
Eleven attorneys functioning on a part
time basis and one full time investigator
staff the Public Defender's Office, which

operates on a budget of approximately
$96,000, of whjch $72,000 js paid in salaries
The State of Tennessee contributes about
$25,000 annually to the operating cost of
the offi.ce.

provide agricultural

and

homemaking

in-

formation and advice to all residents of
Shelby County.
In co-operation with 1:he Shelby County
Soil Erosion Control Association, the Agricultural Extension Service owns and oper-

ates earth-moving equipment designed to
handle work too heavy for standard farm
equipment.
The

13

Extension
salaries
funds.

Shelby

County Agricultural

Service

which

employees

Include

$35,000

obtaining

all

rights,

privileges and

bene-

fits to which they may be entitled.

Emory Geary, is responsible for insuring
that all weighing and measuring devices

employed in public commerce are accurately calibrated.

The County Sealer examines scales,

The Veterans Service Office prepares
veterans' claims for the Veterans Admin-

gasoline pumps and similar devices at
regular intervals and certifies to their ac-

istration and for any other organization or
institution offering veteran benefits under
state, county or Federal law,
The office, with a staff of two and annual

Curacyl

payroll of some $10,000, also collaborates
with

public

and

private

organizatjons

in

obtaining employment for veterans, makjng temporary arrangements for food,
lodgjng and medical care, and rendering
any other feasible assistance.

He also is charged with spot checking

packages prepared by merchants and offered for sale to insure that the weights
involved correspond to the labels.
Since the Bureau of Weights and Measure`s was established in 1961, some 12,000

items have been ordered off sale for reweighing

and

repricing,

including

mHk,

bread, bacon, sausage and feed products.

Ex-

is headed by Chief Building Official WH-

liam Bussjaeger, The county's electrical
inspections are handled by Chief Inspector 8. J. Johnson and his staff, while
plumbing inspections are handled by the
County's Plumbing Department under
Chief Plumbing Inspector W. C. Wenzler,
ln the public construction area, Shelby
County maintains an Engineering Department headed by F{ichard Halsted, a Road
Department under supervision of Superin-

tendent Stratton Barbaro and a Right of
Way Department, and survey crews operating under the supervision
Robert Cooper.

receive
in

County fall into two general categoriesthose involved with supervision and code
enforcement in private buildings and
those involved with public works, prwharily
road construction.
Shelby County's Building Department

county

of Surveyor

Their work primarlly involves design and

construction of county roads, sewer lines
and similar facilities.

The Road Department, with a budget of
almost $3 mHlion, operates with some 120
employees. Planning and design work is
handled by the four-man Engineering De-

partment and a part-time right of way
agent handles land acquisition for projects
requiring rights of way.

The Engineering Department also is responsible for supervision of subdivision
work performed by private developers.
NEW ROAD UNDER CONSTRUCTION

SOCIAL SERVICE
Shelby County's Social Service and Hospital Service office, operated under the
direction of Mrs. Nell Shipp and Mrs. Lena

Pippin, is charged with processing of applicatirons for admission to four hospitals:
Western State Hospital, OakvHle Memorial Sanitorium, Shelby County Hospital
and the Psychiatric Unit of John Gaston
Hospital.
During fiscal

1965,

Shelby County gov-

ernment expended a total of $34,405 to
provide these services for county
residents,

OTHER
APPOINTED OFFICIALS
Other appointed officials include County
Historian Mrs. Ellen Davies Rodgers, who
works with the Public F`ecords Commission; Divorce Proctor Poston Cox, who
counsels with those involved in all divorce
actions in efforts to achieve reconciliations; Grand Jury Foreman William Bowld ;
County F3anger Berry Brooks and Asst,
County Ranger Tom O'Ryan, whose positions are now largely honorary since stray
cattle once the responsibility of the F{angers are seldom encountered ; and Medical
Examiner Dr. J, T. Francisco.

The Planning Commission prepares and
recommends to the legislative bodies
long-range plans for land use, transporta-

BOARD OF EDUCATION

AUDITORIUIVI COIVIIVIISSION

CONSEFIVATION BOARD

ELECTION COIVIIVIISSION

The citizen board assigned greatest re-

tion facilities and the financing of public

tions

lars.

The Memphis and Shelby County Auditorium Commission is a semi-autonomous
five-man board appointed by the Memphis
City Commission and the Quarterly Court
to direct the operation of the Auditorium.

The Shelby County Conservation Board
was created by the Tennessee General

improvements,
The board also submits recommenda-

sponsibility in County government is the
Board of Education, which adminjsters an
annual budget in excess of 12 million dol-

The Shelby County Election Commission
ls a three-man board appointed by the
Governor of Tennessee to supervise election procedures in Memphis and Shelby
County.

concerning

zoning

and

subdivision

regulations, processes rezoning and subdivision requests, and forwards recommendations to the appropriate legislative
body.

Special studies on such subjects as annexation, fire protection, and airport noise
are undertaken by the Planning Commission staff at the request of legislatjve

boards, and the staff also processes city
and county Board of Adjustment applications.

Planning Commission members include
Max 8. Ostner, Eugene M. Wade, Lonnie
Briscoe, Edward G. Humphreys, Jamison
M. Jones, A. Douglass Krell, Wayne M.
Mink, Howard Sowell, T. M. Batchelor, and
Ernest M. Zinn, Jr.

Shelby County Board of Adjustment
members, appointed by the Quarterly
Court, are Charles L. Heckle, Chairman;
Walter Simmons, Kemmons Wilson,
James W. Campbell, Jr„ and C, W. Bond.

Board members are Chairman W. Percy
MCDonald, Sr., who receives $135 per
month, and members Roy E. Dixon, Dr.
Jean Hawkes, Blair T. Hunt, W. F, Posey,
F{. L. Allen and W. A. Wilder, who receive

$75 per month for their services.
Working with School Supt. George
Barnes, the Board of Education directs
Shelby County's educational system and
administers the Board of Education
budget. The School Board employs 2,191
people.

The bulk of the funds-more than nine

With a staff of about 20, depending upon
day-to-day labor demands, The Auditorium operation is directed by Chauncey
Barbour, who handles rental of halls for
shows of all kinds.
Incorporating

a

music

hall,

a

fully-

equipped stage, an amphitheater for
sports events and four exhibit halls, The
Auditorium can handle as many as five
attractions in a single day.
Auditorium income for 1964 totaled
$209,226. Expenditures totaled $159,130 including $101,209 in salaries,

million dollars-is expended for instructional salaries. Much of the balance is allo-

Members of the Auditorium Commission
are Everett F{. Cook, Chairman; Lester P.

cated to plant operation and maintenance,
new construction and pupil transportation.

Hersh. and W. W. Goodman.

Presson,

J.

Walker

MCDonnell,

Bill

Van

Assembly in 1961

to plan, develop and

operate parks and playgrounds in Shelby
County.
Directed by a five man board appointed
by the Quarterly Court, the County's conservation-park function is administered by
two full-time and two hundred part-time
employees with an annual budget of $608,625.

The

board's

principal

objective

is

de-

velopment of a county recreation program
jn accordance with a County Park and
Recreation Plan developed by the Planning Commission ln 1962,

During 1965 the board operated a summer recreation program at 23 playgrounds.
Attendance for the season was 272,184.
The Board also constructed seven new
playgrounds, three stadiums, a baseball
field and three all-weather tennis courts,
The activlties of the Conservation Board
are guided by Executive Director James
P. Cross under the direction of the board,
conslsting of Chairman Raymond a.
Strong, Vice-Chairman F`aymond C, Wunderlich, Secretary Peter P. Kosloski, and

The board oversees the activities of the
Supervisor of F{egistration and the operation of the county's permanent registration
system, selects election workers, and administers election procedures.

Six permanent employees-a registrar
and five clerks-man the County Registration Office to register voters and keep
registration rolls up to date.
Their work is supplemented by additional personnel during period immediately prior to elections and the Election Com-

mission also retains a staff of four {o care
for the county's 1,200 voting machines.
Election Commission members are Joe
Forbis, Chairman, G. 8. ``Pat" Joyner, Secretary, and Alexander W. Dann, Jr.

members, F`ober{ Wright and A. K. McCalla.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
The Shelby County Board of Equalization
is charged with reviewing taxpayer objections to assessed valuations levied by the

County Assessor.
Members of the board, which meets annually after completion of the assessment

PLANNING COIVIIVIISSION

rolls, are Chairman J. P. Chase, Elbert J.
Curry, Edward Knoff, George Humphreys

The Memphis and Shelby County Planning Commission, established in 1956
when independent city and county agencies were merged, is responsible for long
range planning for community development, land use regulations, special studies
and technical assistance to the incorporated municipalities of Shelby County.
The Planning Commission members are
appointed by the City Commissi.on and
Quarterly Court and serve without remuneration, They are assisted by a planning
staff of 30 which in 1964 operated on a
budget of $216,025, of which $163,528 was

and H. H. Hinton,

paid in salaries.

The Chairman receives a per diem of
$20 when the board is in session and
members receive $15.

JURY COIVIIVIISSION

PORT COIVIIVIISSION

The Shelby County Jury Commission con-

The Memphis and

sists of an active Chairman-currently
F`obert Home-appointed by the Circuit,
Criminal and Chancery Court Magistrates
for a th ree-year term, and the Cou nty Cou rt

Commission administers industrial properties owned jointly by the City of Memphis

Chairman and Circuit Court clerk.
The Jury Commission maintains a large
box in which are kept the names of thousands of prospective jurors taken from dl-

rectories or in such other manner as may
be employed to obtain eligible jurors.
Juror selectjon is rotated among Circuit

and Criminal Judges and names are drawn
in the courtrooms not more than 15 or less
than 10 days prior to the date on which
jurors must be qualified.

Shelby County Port

and Shelby County in the new harbor area
south of the Memphis-Arkansas Bridge
and ln the Robert E. Lee SubdMsion.
A staff of eight employees-six of them
working part time-handle the Port Commission's work under the direction of Col.
Clark Kittrell. The Commission's annual

payroll exceeds $23,000.
The Commission is a semi-autonomous
board appointed by the legislative agencies of Memphis and Shelby County, and
including Joe Hanover, Chairman; Lake
Hays, Abe Wurzburg, Marvin Jacobs, and
Lt. George W. Lee.

COUNTY BulLDINGS

penal

institution

for

Memphis, Shelby

Jr„ George T. Roberts and Chief Building
Official WHllam Bussjaeger.
The Electrical Code Advisory Panel con-

Shelby County now owns and operates

as a rehabilitation center.

sists of Robert Barbee, James Summerall,

three

Melvin Bartlett, G. W. Dichtel, Jr., Sam
Dunn, Sr„ Harry Krasner, H. F`, Lieben-

has two others under constructjon,
Those now in,use are the Shelby County
Courthouse in the block bounded by Second, Washington, Third and Adams, and
the Criminal Courts and Shelby County

Most of the food needed for the Penal
Farm, which handles some 7,000 prisoners
annually, is raised on the property and the
farm also supplies certain commodities to
the Shelby County Hospital and the Sheriff's Department. Prison labor is used by
the county's Roads and Bridges Department.
The Penal Farm is operated by a staff
of 129 under the direction of Superintendent Mark Luttrell at an annual cost of more

rood, C. 0, Mccrory, Jr., James Meyer,
Albert Scruggs, Sr., Maury Sifford, Harry
Thomas and Chief Electrical Inspector
8. J. Johnson.
Plumbing Advisory

and Code Review
Board members are H. W. Krag, Paul
Stewart, W. A. Soefker, J. D. Flynn, F{oy
Winn, William Kirkland, Everett Handorf
and Chief Plumbjng Inspector W. C.
Wenzler.

major administrative

County and the State of Tennessee and

buildings and

Office Buildings in the block bounded

by

Second, Poplar, Third and Washington.
Under construction is a new county office bujlding to the west of the existing
structure and a Sheriff's Department Substatlon in East Memphis.
The cost of operating these buildings
is in excess of $500,000 annually.

than a half million dollars,

OAKVILLE SANITORIUM
UTILITIES COIVIIVIISSION
The Shelby County Board of Publjc Utili-

ties was created by the Shelby County
C)uarterly Court on July 1,1965, to assist
in developing public water and sewer facilities and fire protection facilities for un-

SHELBY COUNTY
PENAL FAFIM
The Shelby County Penal

OakvHle Sanitorium ls operated jointly by
Shelby County and the City of Memphis

Farm covers

some 5,000 acres and serves as both a

to provide care and treatment for patients
with chronic respiratory diseases at an annual cost jn excess of $300,000.

incorporated areas of Shelby County.
Operating on an annual budget of $500,000, the board consists of Chairman Bill
Van Hersh, Howard Bragg and John S.
Montedonico.

PuBLIC RECORDS
COIVIMISSION
The Shelby County Public F{ecords Com-

mission is a separate branch of Shelby
County government organized to preserve
on microfilm the vital records of the various courts and departments of Shelby
County.

Members of the commission are County
Register Guy Bates, Chairman; County
Court Chairman C. W. Baker, Secretary;
County Commission Chairman Jack F{amsay and Probate Judge Sylvanus Polk. The
County F`egister and the chairman of the
Quarterly Court and County Commission
serve by virtue of their elective offices
while Judge Polk serves as the elected
representative of the judges of the
county's courts of law.
During the past three years, Shelby
County has appropriated $194,626 to pay
for this work, which is performed under
direction of Mrs, Gladys Parry, director for
the commission.
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CONSTFIUCTION BOARDS
The preparation and administration of
construction codes in Shelby County are
the responsibility of the Quarterly Court
and a number of citizen boards. Advisory
boards appointed by the Court help keep
construction codes up to date while administrative boards hear appeals from decisions of chief inspectors.
In the latter group, with which the public
is more generally involved, are the Board
of Building Appeals, the Electrical Code
Advisory Panel and the Plumbing Advisory and Code Review Board.
The Board of Building Appeals consists
of George Mahan, Jr„ James 8. Ellers,
William MCNeill Ayers, W. Harwell Allen,
15

MEIVIPHIS AND

SHELBY COUNTY HOSPITAL

SHELBY COUNTY
HEALTH DEPARTIVIENT
The Memphis and Shelby County Health
Department is operated jointly by the City
of Memphis and Shelby County to maintain a comprehensive public health program for the community.
The Health Department is active in the
fields of health education, vital statistics,
cancer detection, communicable disease
control, dental health, maternal and child
hygiene, mental health, public health
nursing, school health, tuberculosis detection and prevention, venereal disease
control, accident prevention, food and
milk supervision, insect and malaria control, rabies control, sanitary engineering,
rural sanitation and air pollution, among
others.

The department operates on an annual
budget of more than one million dollars

with more than 90 per cent of the total
provided on a 50-50 basis by city and
county and the balance provided by the
Federal Government.

The Shelby County Hospital, situated at
the Penal Farm, is operated to provide a
home and medical care for those unable
to care for themselves and having no family capable of caring for 1:hem.

Most patients are elderly and have no
income other than Social Security or Wel-

fare funds, part of which are turned over
to the hospital to contribute to their support, but which constitute less than half
of the cost of hospitalization.
Shelby County's budget for operation of
the County Hospital for fiscal 1965 was
$666,452.

IVIEIVIPHIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Memphis Public Library is incorpo-

rated as a nonprofit corporation under the
name of Cossitt Library and receives financial support from the City, County,
State and Federal governments.
The Library maintains two systems-City

TENNESSEE DEPAFITIVIENT
OF WELFARE:
CHILD WELFARE SERVICES

IVIEIVIPHIS SPEECH

The Shelby County Quarterly Court appropri`ates funds on a quarterly basis to
supplement state and Federal funds avail-

AND HEARING CENTER

MEMPHIS COIVIIVIUNITY
TELEVISION FOUNDATION

The Memphis Speech and Hearing Center
provides treatment and rehabHitation
services to patients from the City of Mem-

The Memphis Community Television
Foundation operates WKNO-TV, an edu.
cational television station headquartered

phis Hospital and private hospjtals.

on the campus of Memphis State Uni-

The Center operates

able {o the Child Welfare Division of the

under its own

board, free of all governmental control.
Costs of treating patients may be reimbursed by other agencies, but Memphis
and Shelby County both provide financial

Tennessee Department of Welfare in Shelby County. In Fiscal 1965, these appropria1:ions totaled $103,140.

versity.

Shelby County makes an annual contribution of $47,400 toward the cost of operating the station.

aid to compensate for the cost of treating
indigent patients and to improve the cen-

TENNESSEE DEPARTIVIENT
OF WELFARE:
SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD

ter's facilities.

For the past three years, Shelby County
has been providing an annual appropriation of $15,000 for this purpose,

lvIEIVIPHIS &

SHELBY COUNTY
SAFETY COUNCIL
The Memphis and Shelby County Safety

Shelby County appropriated more than
$420,000 during fiscal 1965 toward a host
of Welfare Department services including
assistance to the aged, to dependent children, to the blind, to the disabled, and for
hospital, drug, and nursing home pay-

ated with the National Safety Council and
devoted to the promotion of safety jn all
phases of community life.
Shelby County provides $5,000 annually

ments.

to support the activities of the Safety

Council is a non-profit corporation affili-

Council.

and County-and keeps separate accounting systems for each, with the county providing.$133,000 in fiscal

1965 for support

of the county system.

SANITARY LAND FILL
Shelby County during

fiscal

1965

ex-

pended $55,311 to provide two work crews
and equipment to keep refuse deposited
on seven dumps outside the City of Memphis covered with earth, thereby eliminating insect and fire hazards.

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE
CANCER CLINIC

LES PASSES

IVIAINTENANCE OF
During the past two years, Shelby County
has made payments totaling $116,738 to
the City of Memphis toward maintenance
of pumping stations which form part of
the flood control system of levees, sea
walls and pumping stations built over the
years to protect the City of Memphis.

ates jn much the same manner as the

and treats patients from the City of Memphis Hospitals as well as private patients
on an outpatient or clinic basis.
Both Memphis and Shelby County make
annual contributions for its services to indigent patients.

During the past three years, Shelby
County's contributions to the center have
totaled more than $60,000.

SOIL CONSERVATION
SEI\VICE
Shelby County contributed $5,000 in fiscal
1965 to supplement the budget of the University of Te.nnessee Cancer Clinic.

COUNTY COFIONER
AND MORGUE

TALL Tl\EES

Shelby County pays the University of Ten-

project devoted to rehabi I itation of juveni le

nessee to operate a County Morgue in the

first offenders and others, Although the

university's

facility had been used only by the City of
Memphis through fiscal 1965, Shelby

Pathology

Building

Tall Trees is a Youth Guidance Council

and

pro-

vides the services of a coroner and mediGal examiner. Cost of the operation for
6fiscal 1965 was $78,53o.

County had contributed more than $90,000
to its support.

pay the salary of a secretary for the Federal
Soil Conservati.on Service.

Les Passess Rehabilitation Center operSpeech and Hearing Center. The institution is governed by an independent board

PulvIPING STATIONS

Shelby County provides $3,500 annually to

REHABILITATION CENTER

IVIEIVIPHIS ARTS COUNCIL
The Memphis Arts Council, an organization devoted to growth and development
of the arts in Memphis and Shelby County,
receives an annual contribution of $10,000
from Shelby County.

HEARING TEST ADMIN[STERED
AT MEMPHIS SPEECH a HEARING CENTER

HARBOR HOUSE, INC.
Harbor House lnc., is an alcoholic rehabil-

itation center to which county government
makes an annual payment of $5,000.

TENNESSEE DEPARTIVIENT
OF CONSERVATION

MENIPHIS STATE
UNIVERSITY FOIJNDATION
The Memphis State University Foundation
was organized to supplement salaries of
Memphis State University faculty members in order to enhance the quality of
instruction offered at the local institution
of higher learning.
Shelby County in fiscal 1965 contributed

$50,000 to the foundation's program.

Shelby County makes an annual payment
of $3,000 toward maintenance of four fire
towers operated in Shelby County by the
Tennessee Department of Conservation.

ASSOCIATION FOR
THE PRESERVATION OF
TENNESSEE ANTIQulTIES
The Association for the Preservation of
Tennessee Antiquities is a private organization of antiquarians which has received
financial support from county government.
The payment for fiscal 1 965 totaled $12,500.
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